
 

AESD Independent Study Week 6 Packet (4/27-5/1)  
Grade Span 4-5 

Time Frame Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
8:00am-8:45am 

ELA 
 

Extra/Daily Activities:  
● Read for at least 30 minutes. Choose an A.R. book, a magazine, or log in to myOn to access a digital library and 

news articles. Use this district link: https://www.myon.com/school/adelantoreads, Student Username for Grade 4: 
myon4; for Grade 5: myon5 and Student Password for All Grades: 123. *If you don’t have access to these, read 
the passages in this packet. 

● Take an A.R. quiz through your Renaissance Clever Log in on the AESD website https://www.aesd.net/Content2/4 
● Do Lexia lessons/units through your Clever Log in on the AESD website https://www.aesd.net/Content2/4 
● Read & Respond. See your copy of the Read & Respond Choice Board and pick your choice of activity. 
● Vocabulary Journal. Circle/Highlight the unfamiliar vocabulary words you find in the reading passages in this 

packet. Create or complete your vocabulary journal on the words you identified. 
● Week in Review. Write about what you learned this week. 

○ You may start with: This week I… 
○ Add pictures to illustrate what you learned.  
○ Present your work to a member of your family. 

Grade 4:  
Vocabulary- 
(Grade 4 p. 251) 
Read the passage 
“The Generation Belt”. 
Use the reread 
strategy to understand 
difficult parts of the 
text. 
Answer the given 
questions. (Grade 4 
pp. 253-256) 
 

Grade 4:  
 Reread the passage 
“The Generation Belt”. 
Do the fluency 
assessment at the 
bottom of page 255. 
 Complete the theme 
graphic organizer on 
p. 252. 
 
 
 
 

Grade 4:  
Vocabulary Strategy: 
Connotation and 
Denotation; 
Words with 
/ən//Number Prefixes 
(Grade 4 pp. 257-258) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 4:  
Write About Reading: 
Write an Analysis 
Writing Traits: Word 
Choice 
(Grade 4 pp. 259-260) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 4:  
Refer to the above daily 
activities.  
Do your Week in 
Review. Follow the 
directions above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Grade 5:  
Vocabulary- 
(Grade 5 p. 251) 
Read the passage 
“Books for Victory”. 
Use the summarizing 
strategy to help you 
understand what you 
are reading. 
 
Answer the given 
questions. (Grade 5 
pp. 253-256) 

Grade 5:  
Reread the passage 
“Books for Victory”. 
Do the fluency 
assessment at the 
bottom of page 255. 
 Complete the theme 
graphic organizer on 
p. 252. 
 

Grade 5:  
Vocabulary Strategy: 
Homophones; 
Word Study: Words 
with Greek Roots 
(Grade 5 pp. 257-258) 

Grade 5:  
Write About Reading: 
Write an Analysis 
Writing Traits: Word 
Choice 
(Grade 5 pp. 259-260) 
 
  
 

Grade 5:  
Refer to the above daily 
activities.  
Do your Week in 
Review. Follow the 
directions above. 
 
 
 
 

Break 

 
9:00am-9:45am 

Math 
 

 

This i-Ready  “At-Home-Activity” includes sets of practice problems that align to important math concepts your student has 
worked with so far this year. We recommend that your student completes one page of practice problems each day. 
Encourage your student to do the best they can with this content—the most important thing is that they continue 
developing their mathematical fluency and skills! 

Grade 4: Math packet 
Page 8 
Grade 5: 
Math Packet page 8 

Grade 4: Math packet 
Page 9 
Grade 5: 
Math Packet page 9 
 

Grade 4: Math packet 
Page 10 
Grade 5: 
Math Packet page 10 
 

Grade 4: Math packet 
Page 11 
Grade 5: 
Math Packet page 11 
 

Grade 4: Math packet 
Page 12 
Grade 5: 
Math Packet page 12 
 

Break 

10:00am-10:45am 
History 

Use your Marking the 
Text Strategies as you 
read the article 
“Native Americans of 
the Cherokee Nation.” 
See the “Overview” 
document in this 
packet for help with 

Re-read the article 
“Native Americans of 
the Cherokee Nation” 
and review your 
markings and 
summary. 
 
Use the A.C.E 

Refer to the “Native 
Americans of the 
Cherokee Nation” 
document you read. 
What was civilized 
according to the 
Europeans?  Were 
the Cherokee 

Imagine you are a 
Cherokee living during 
the Trail of Tears. 
What would you be 
thinking and feeling? 
What would you be 
doing? 
 

Did Europeans help or 
hurt the Cherokee 
Nation?  Use the 
“Native Americans of 
the Cherokee Nation” 
document to help you 
make a list of at least 5 
POSITIVE impacts 

 



 

Marking the Text 
Strategies. 
 
Write a 1 paragraph 
summary of “Native 
Americans of the 
Cherokee Nation.” 
See the “Overview” 
document in this 
packet for help with 
writing a paragraph 
summary. 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
Instead of writing a 1 
paragraph summary 
for the entire article, 
“Native Americans of 
the Cherokee Nation,” 
write a 1 paragraph 
summary about the 
first two sections of 
the reading (Native 
Americans of the 
Cherokee Nation and 
Inside a Cherokee 
Town) and write a 1 
paragraph summary 
about the last two 
sections of the 
reading Involvement 
with British, Spanish, 
and French Forces 
and Trail of Tears). 

Strategy (refer to the 
“Overview” document 
for help with the A.C.E 
Strategy) to answer 
the following DBQs. 
Write your responses 
on the back of “Native 
Americans of the 
Cherokee Nation” 
text.  Be sure to write 
in your own words. 
 
1. What resulted from 
the Cherokee 
adoption of the 
settlers' ways? 
 
2. Did Britain or the 
U.S.have a bigger 
impact on the 
Cherokee?  Justify 
your response. 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
Use the blank paper 
provided and the 
reading “Native 
Americans of the 
Cherokee Nation” to 
draw a picture of what 
a Cherokee town 
looked like in the 
mid-16th century. 

civilized?  What does 
civilized mean to you? 
Do you think the 
Cherokee were 
civilized?  What about 
the Europeans and 
Americans?  
 
Use the blank paper 
provided to write at 
least two paragraphs 
answering the above 
questions. 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
Using your definition 
of ‘civilized,’ write a 
paragraph answering 
the question below. 
 
Are Americans 
civilized today? 
Justify your response 
with evidence and 
examples.  

Use the blank paper 
provided to draw a 1 
page picture of what 
the Trail of Tears 
would have been like 
for you.  Use the 
information you read 
in “Native Americans 
of the Cherokee 
Nation” document to 
help you. 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
Do you think there is 
anything that the 
Cherokee could have 
done to prevent the 
Trail of Tears?  Draw 
a picture or a series of 
pictures showing what 
the Cherokee could 
have done before or 
during the Trail of 
Tears. 

Europeans had on the 
Cherokee Nation and at 
least 5 NEGATIVE 
impacts Europeans had 
on the Cherokee 
Nation.  Write this list 
on the back of the 
blank paper provided.  
 
UPGRADE ACTIVITY: 
 Choose one impact 
(either positive or 
negative) from your list 
and write a paragraph 
explaining WHY/HOW 
this affected history. 

Lunch 

 



 

11:45am-12:30pm 
SEL 

Continue working on your 2020 COVID 19 Time Capsule. Fill in one page a day. Work on pp. 7-11 this week.  

Break 

12:45pm-1:30pm 
Science 

4th Grade - Read 
“The Simple Physics 
of Soccer.” Underline 
words that you don’t 
know how to read. 
Practice sounding 
them out.  Read “The 
Simple Physics of 
Soccer” again.  Focus 
on correctly saying 
the words that are 
unfamiliar to you.  Get 
help learning the 
meaning of those 
words.   Answer 
Comprehension 
questions 1 and 2. 
 
 
5th Grade - Read 
“3,2,1...Blast Off!” 
Underline words that 
you don’t know how to 
read.  Practice 
sounding them out. 
Read “3,2,1...Blast 
Off!” again.  Focus on 
correctly saying the 
words that are 
unfamiliar to you.  Get 
help learning the 
meaning of those 

4th Grade - Read 
“The Simple Physics 
of Soccer.”  Try 
reading it faster today 
than you did 
yesterday. Do you 
know how to say all of 
the words that you did 
not know yesterday? 
Have you learned the 
meaning of those 
words?  Answer 
questions 3, 4 and 5. 
Read about the 
vocabulary word 
“apply”  Write your 
own sentence using 
the word “apply” as it 
is used in the story. 
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your 
sentence. 
 
 
5th Grade-- Read 
“3,2,1...Blast Off!”  Try 
reading it faster today 
than you did 
yesterday. Do you 
know how to say all of 
the words that you did 
not know yesterday? 

4th Grade - Read 
“The Simple Physics 
of Soccer”  Try 
reading it faster today 
than you did 
yesterday.  Answer 
questions 6 and 7. 
Read about the 
vocabulary word 
“determine”  Write 
your own sentence 
using the word 
“determine” as it is 
used in the article. 
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your 
sentence. 
 
 
5th Grade-- Read 
“3,2,1...Blast Off!”  Try 
reading it faster today 
than you did 
yesterday.  Answer 
Comprehension 
questions 6 and 7. 
Write 3 facts that you 
have learned. Read 
about the vocabulary 
word “mission.”  Write 
a sentence using 
“mission” as it is used 

4th Grade - Read 
“The Simple Physics 
of Soccer”  Try to read 
it faster than you have 
been doing.  Answer 
Comprehension 
questions 8 and 9. 
Read about the 
vocabulary word 
“exert.”  Write a 
sentence using the 
word “exert.”  Draw a 
picture to illustrate 
your sentence.  Write 
a summary of what 
you have learned from 
this article. 
 
 
 
5th Grade - Read 
“3,2,1...Blast Off!.” 
Try to read it faster 
than you have been 
doing.  Read about 
the vocabulary word 
“navigator”.  Write a 
sentence using the 
word “navigator.” 
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your 
sentence.  Answer 

4th Grade-Read “The 
Simple Physics of 
Soccer”  Try to make 
this your fastest 
reading time of the 
week.  Answer 
Comprehension 
question #10.  Great 
work for this week! 
Enjoy your weekend. 
 
 5th Grade-Read 
“3,2,1...Blast Off!”  Try 
to make this your 
fastest reading time of 
the week.  Answer 
Comprehension 
question #10.  Great 
work for this week! 
Enjoy your weekend.  
 
 

 



 

words.   Answer 
comprehension 
questions 1, 2 and 3. 

Have you learned the 
meaning of those 
words?  Answer 
Comprehension 
questions 4 and 5. 
Read about the 
vocabulary word 
“launch”  Write your 
own sentence using 
the word “launch” as it 
applies to the story. 
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your 
sentence. 

in this article. Draw a 
picture to illustrate 
your sentence. 

questions 8 and 9.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 





Name: 

_____________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

Vocabulary Journal 

Choose two of the vocabulary words you are learning. Answer the parts needed 

below. Copy the format on the back page to work on other vocabulary words. 

Word: 

Part of Speech: 

Meaning: _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Word: 

Part of Speech: 

Meaning: _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Synonyms/Examples 

 

 

 

Picture: 

 

 

 

 

Antonyms/Non-Examples: 

 

 

 Sentence:  



Name: ___________________________
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Name

Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Week 1 251

Vocabulary

A. Read each clue below. Then fi nd the vocabulary word on the right 
that matches the clue. Draw a line from the clue to the word.

1. annoying a. intensity

2. disliked b. endurance

3. extreme strength or force c. forfeit

4. to regard with great respect d. irritating

5. withdrew e. retreated

6. people from whom one is descended f. despised

7. the power to withstand pain or stress g. ancestors

8. to lose because of a rule h. honor

B. Choose two vocabulary words from the box above. Use each word 
in a sentence of your own.

9.     

 

10.  

 

intensity forfeit retreated ancestors

endurance irritating despised honor
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252 Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Week 1

Comprehension: Theme Graphic Organizer

Read the selection. Complete the theme graphic organizer.

Detail

Detail

Detail

Theme
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Name

Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Week 1 253

Comprehension and Fluency

Read the passage. Use the reread strategy to understand difficult 
parts of the text.

The Generation Belt

Kanti snuck behind her village’s circle of wigwams. One Algonquin 
family was repairing their home with fresh birch bark strips. Kanti 
stayed in the shadow of the trees until she reached the lake. Her 
cousins were splashing merrily near the shore. They waved to her. She 
stepped into the water.

“Kanti!” an irritated voice said.
Kanti felt her heart drop to her stomach. She was caught. Kanti’s 

mother walked quickly toward her. “Kanti, you know that your 
grandmother is going to teach you today.”

“It’s so hot and steamy outside. Why can’t I swim with my 
cousins?” she whined.

“Sometimes we have to set aside play so we can learn,” her mother 
said. Come, I think you will like this lesson.”

Kanti’s grandmother looked dignified as she sat cross-legged in 
the center of their wigwam. There were many belts around her made 
of purple and white beads. In front of her was a loom shaped like an 
archer’s bow with a few rows of beads strung.

“Thanks for coming, Kanti.” There was a mischievous glint in her 
grandmother’s eye. She held a few small purple beads. “Do you know 
what these are?”

10
21
34
46
50
55
67
77
84
96
99

112
121
130
142
157
166
177
189

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 T
he

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 C
om

pa
ni

es
, I

nc
.

Name

254 Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Week 1

Comprehension and Fluency

“That’s easy, they’re wampum.” Sometimes Kanti would help 
collect the quahog, or clams, the beads were made from.

“I actually meant, what do the beads stand for?” Kanti’s 
grandmother said. “Here, let me show you.”

She held out one of the most elaborate belts for Kanti to see. 
The purple beads made a pattern of triangles on the right side. 
On the left side, two figures stood holding hands next to a wigwam. 
“These people are your great-great 
grandmother and grandfather,” 
she said. “They traveled over the 
mountains to find a place to settle.” 
She traced the triangles with her 
fingers, stopping a large circle 
beyond them. “When they found 
a wide lake, they knew it would 
support many people. This is how 
our village began.”

Despite herself, Kanti was 
drawn in by the story the belt portrayed. Suddenly, she saw that all the 
belts held adventures of their own. She looked at the loom with a puny 
five rows completed. “What story will this belt tell?” she asked.

“This belt will tell your story,” her grandmother said. “I started it 
for you and you can continue to add to it as you grow.” With that, her 
grandmother carefully stacked the belts and left.

Kanti immediately set to work. She looked for just the right shades 
of purple wampum before stringing together rows. The purple beads 
became a figure about to leap into a calm lake. She couldn’t wait to 
show her cousins what she had made.
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Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Week 1 255

Comprehension: Theme and Fluency

A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.

1. Why does Kanti have to visit her grandmother?

  

  

  

2. What does Kanti learn from her grandmother?

  

  

  

3. What is the theme of this story? Circle the letter of the best answer.

 a.  It is important to learn about the history and traditions of your family.

 b. Sometimes it is better to learn instead of play.

 c. Learning how to weave is an important skill.

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to rate and 
accuracy. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read –
Number of 

Errors
=

Words Correct 
Score

First Read – =

Second Read – =
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Genre/Literary Element

256 Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Week 1

Answer the questions about the text.

1. In this piece of historical fi ction, which parts are real? Which parts 
are made up?

  

2. What is the story’s setting?

  

3. What literary element is included in this piece of historical fi ction?

  

4. Do you think the dialogue is real or made up?

  

A Roman Tradition

“Come help me pick flowers from the garden,” Cornelia’s mother called.
Cornelia got up and followed her mother outside. Their house stood on a 

hill outside Rome, the capital of the Roman Empire. From their garden they 
could see the city.

“Why do we need flowers?” Cornelia asked.
“We will decorate the lararium,” her mother said. She turned and 

pointed into the house. In the corner, a small building stood on a table. It 
looked like a tiny temple. Small statues and oil lamps sat inside.

“Three times a month, we bring flowers and honey to the spirits of the 
household. We do this so that they will protect our house and our crops,” 
Cornelia’s mother explained.
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Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Week 1 257

Vocabulary Strategy: Connotation and Denotation

Read each sentence below. Read the denotation for each word in bold. 
Then circle the letter of the best connotation of the word in bold.

1. I hate it when it’s so steamy outside.

Denotation: hot and humid

Connotation: 

 a. uncomfortably hot and humid b. chilly c. crowded with people

2. “Why can’t I swim with my cousins?” she whined.

Denotation: used a high, complaining or crying voice

Connotation: 

 a. yelled b. asked politely  c. pleaded in a childish way

3. She looked at the loom with a puny five rows completed.

Denotation: small and weak

Connotation: 

 a. very colorful b. too many  c. too few

Connotation is the meaning or feeling associated with a word. Denotation 
is the literal, dictionary defi nition of a word. Look at the sentence below.

I’m glad I have on a heavy coat because it is raw outside today.

The denotation for raw is “damp and chilly.” The connotation for raw is 
“unpleasantly damp and chilly.”
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Words with /әn//Number Prefi xes

258 Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Week 1

A. Read each sentence. Circle the word that ends with the same sound as 
on in person. The fi rst one has been done for you.

1. What is your favorite season of the year?

2. Make sure that no one is behind the door when you open it.

3. I saw a single robin when I looked out my window.

4. You will not believe my reason for arriving so late!

5. The holiday concert begins at eleven, so we should hurry.

6. It is common to see bats in my neighborhood at night.

Number prefi xes are added to base words to show number or amount.

uni-, mono-   = one  tri- = three cent- = hundred
bi- = two deca- = ten

B. Circle the number prefi x. Write the base word. The fi rst is done for you. 

1. decagram 

2. centimeter 

3. tricycle 

4. monoplane 

Some words end with a vowel + n and the fi nal syllable is not accented. 
These word endings all sound like the letters on in person.

button muffin kitten

gram

C
opyright ©

 T
he M

cG
raw

-H
ill C

om
panies, Inc.



Name

Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Week 1 259

Write About Reading: Write an Analysis

Write a paragraph about the texts you have chosen. Cite evidence from the 
text that shows how the themes are similar or different. Remember to use 
precise language and adverbs correctly.

Write a topic sentence:   

 

Cite evidence from the text:  

 

 

 

 

End with a concluding statement:  

 

Evidence is details and examples from a text that support a writer’s ideas. 
The student who wrote the paragraph below cited evidence to compare the 
themes of two different stories.

Topic 
sentence

Evidence

Concluding 
statement

Both “The Generation Belt” and “A Roman Tradition” 
have similar themes, even though they have different 
settings. In “The Generation Belt,” a young Algonquin 
girl learns a traditional craft from her grandmother. In 
“A Roman Tradition,” Cornelia’s mother teaches her 
to decorate the household lararium. One girl is Native 
American, and the other girl is from Ancient Rome, but 
they are both learning about their culture and traditions. 
The theme of each story is about the importance of 
cultural traditions.
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Writing Traits: Word Choice

260 Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Week 1

A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help you 
think about what strong words you can add.

Draft Model

Every winter, my family has “beach day” at home. We fill a plastic 
pool with sand and make sand castles. We listen to music and dance. 
Mom makes picnic food.

1. What strong words could be used to describe the plastic pool?

2. What strong words could be used to describe the sand castles?

3. What strong words could describe the music, the dancing, and the food?

B. Now revise the draft by adding strong words that create a clearer picture 
in readers’ minds.
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Name: ___________________________
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Name 

Vocabulary

A. Write the correct word after its meaning.

1. new members of the armed forces 

2. short announcement of the latest news 

3. gifts of money, time, or effort given to a cause 

4. plans or processes for doing something 

5. stop something from moving from one place to another 

6. the act of continuing to live 

7. joined the armed forces voluntarily 

8. great difference or variety 

B. Answer each question with a vocabulary word.

9. Which word would you use to describe a television news announcement?

  

10. Which word would you use to describe plans for doing work?

  

11. Which word would you use to describe the action of having joined voluntarily?

  

intercept bulletin recruits operations

survival enlisted diversity contributions

 Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 1 251

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 T
he

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 C
om

pa
ni

es
, I

nc
.

Name 

Comprehension: Theme Graphic Organizer

252 Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 1

Read the selection. Complete the theme graphic organizer.

What Does 
the Character 
Do and Say?

What Happens 
to the 

Character?

Theme
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name 

 Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 1 253

11
24
36
49
62
76
78
91

103
116
128
138
151
162
175
186
191
201
213
224
236
248
261
273

Books for Victory

As Carlos shivered on the snow-covered porch, he noticed a drooping 
banner in the front window. “Happy New Year 1943!” it said. “They can 
take that down now,” he thought. He pressed the doorbell again. “I’m 
turning blue out here,” he muttered, and blew on his hands to warm 
them. He glanced at his wagon piled with books. Then he thought back 
to last year and why he was out here again collecting for the Victory 
Book Campaign.

His brother Tomás had been in the army and stationed at a military 
camp across the country. Carlos had missed Tomás and looked forward to 
his letters. Carlos knew one letter by heart. “There’s nothing new to say,” 
Tomás had written. “We train and drill every day. Otherwise there’s not 
much to do. I wish I had some good books.”

Carlos had felt bad for Tomás. He wondered how he could help him. 
The next day, in morning assembly, Principal Ramírez told the students 
about the Victory Book Campaign. All over Oregon and the rest of the 
country, people were collecting books to send to soldiers, sailors, and 
others fighting in the war.

Principal Ramírez added that the campaign needed volunteers. As soon 
as he said that, hands shot up all over the assembly room.

Carlos had promised himself he would collect as many books as 
he could. During the following month he pulled his wagon around the 
neighborhood asking people to donate books. In its first year the campaign 
had lasted from January to November. It was a tremendous success. By the 
time the campaign was over, people across the country had donated more 
than eleven million books.

Read the passage. Use the summarizing strategy to help you understand 
what you are reading.
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Comprehension and Fluency

254 Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 1

As Mrs. Wright opened the door, Carlos was pulled out of the past and 
brought back to the present. Only a few seconds had passed, even though 
he’d been thinking about several months.

“I know why you’re here,” 
Mrs. Wright smiled. “I searched all 
over the house and I have a really 
large stack of books. What kind of 
books are you looking for this year?”

“We’d like fiction,” Carlos 
answered. “Adventure stories, 
westerns, and mysteries would be 
good. We also want nonfiction. But 
I hear that those books should be 
published after 1935. We want them to 
be up-to-date.”

Mrs. Wright pointed to a tall stack of books by the door. “I think these 
will all be suitable. When will you be by again?”

“I’ll be back in a few weeks,” Carlos replied. He gathered up the books. 
“We’ll be collecting for a couple more months.”

 “Okay, that’s great,” Mrs. Wright nodded. “My daughter Grace will be 
home from college. I’ll ask her what she’d like to donate.”

As he walked to his wagon, Carlos called out, “That’s terrific, Mrs. 
Wright! One of our slogans is Give More Books, Give Good Books. Thanks 
so much for these!”

Carlos waved good-bye and set off for his next stop: the library. There, 
volunteers would sort through what Carlos and others had collected. Then 
large collection centers would pack the books and ship them to people in 
military camps and overseas.

He was still chilled, but Carlos felt proud. He was too young to join the 
army, like Tomás. He couldn’t work in a defense factory, like his parents. 
But, by collecting books, he and his friends were helping his brother 
Tomás and others fighting for their country.

Carlos had promised himself he would 
collect as many books as he could.
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Comprehension: Theme and Fluency

 Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 1 255

A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.

1. How does Carlos feel when he hears about the Victory Book Campaign?

  

  

2. Why does he feel that way?

  

  

3. What might be the theme, or message, of this story? Circle the letter of the 
best answer.

 a. Everyone can make a contribution.

 b. It is fun to try something different.

 c. Collecting books is a good way to make friends.

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to 
expression and phrasing. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read –
Number of 

Errors
=

Words Correct 
Score

First Read – =

Second Read – =
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256 Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 1

Answer the questions about the text.

1. Historical fi ction is realistic. It tells about events that could have happened in 
the past. The characters and setting are also realistic. Write one example of a 
historical event mentioned in the text.

  

  

2. A fl ashback is a scene from the past that interrupts a story. What words in the 
text tell you that a fl ashback is coming?

  

  

3. Write two time clues that signal events in this text that take place in the past.

  

  

The Scrap Drive

Alice watched the young girl drop the bottle into the recycle bin. She 
remembered how she had started recycling when she was the girl’s age. During 
World War II, everything was rationed, so people learned to recycle. 

She recalled how schools in her city had a Scrap Drive contest every month 
and collected paper, metal, rubber, and fabric. One day she had asked her father, 
“Dad, how can I help my school win the contest?”

“That old, bald tire in the garage might help,” Dad had said. “A rubber tire 
can be reused to make 20 pairs of boots.”

Alice and her dad had found the tire and started to roll it to the collection 
center at the bottom of the hill. The tire slipped from Dad’s hand and rolled 
downhill. “Stop that tire!” Dad had shouted. They raced after the tire, but it had 
crashed into the collection center building. Alice remembered how proud she had 
felt when her school had won the contest that month.
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Read the sentences below and circle the homophone that correctly 
completes each sentence.

1. This morning the wind  so hard that I nearly fell over. blew blue

2. In the  , we took a trip each summer. passed past

3. I thought I  all the answers to her questions. knew new

4. Call your dog to come  now. hear here

5. When can we go  the mall? to too

6. I didn’t recognize you when we  on the street. passed past

7. How do you like my  boots? knew new

8. He seems like a nice person and a good friend, .  to too

Homophones are words that are pronounced the same but have different meanings 
and spellings. To decide which word to use in a sentence, think about what the 
words mean and the context of the sentence.

Example: sea, see

 I will see better when I get my new glasses.

 There are many kinds of fish in the sea.

Vocabulary Strategy: Homophones
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A. Sort the words in the word box according to the Greek root. Two words 
will be in two boxes. The fi rst one has been done for you.

auto tele graph astro

automatic

B. Read each sentence. Underline the word that has a Greek root. Then 
write the root on the line. The fi rst one has been done for you.

1. We used a telescope to view the distant stars.  

2. In our phonics lesson we learned about long vowel sounds. 

3. It would be amazing if the astronomer came to speak with us. 

4. I really like the graphics on the cover of your notebook. 

telephoto automatic television autograph astronaut

astronomy photograph telegraph astrology automobile

A root is a basic word part that gives a word the most important part of its meaning. 
Many English words have roots from the Greek language. Learning the meanings of 
common Greek roots can help you understand the meaning of unfamiliar words.

• astro means “star” • graph means “write” • photo means “light”
• phon means “sound” • tele means “far off” • auto means “self”

Word Study: Words with Greek Roots

tele
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Write About Reading: Write an Analysis

 Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 1 259

Write a paragraph about a text you have chosen. Cite evidence from the 
text to show how the author’s descriptions of a character’s feelings help to 
convey the theme.

Write a topic sentence:  

Cite evidence from the text:  

End with a concluding statement:  

Evidence is details and examples from a text that support a writer’s ideas. The 
student who wrote the paragraph below cited evidence to show how the author’s 
descriptions of a character’s feelings help to convey the theme.

Topic 
sentence 

Evidence 

Concluding 
statement 

In “Books for Victory,” the author’s descriptions of 
Carlos’s feelings help to convey the theme that all of us can 
contribute to a cause. The author shows that Carlos had felt 
bad that his brother didn’t have good books to read in the 
army. He started collecting books to send to the military and 
got others involved. After Carlos collects books, he feels 
proud to help his brother and others. By showing that Carlos 
feels proud after he collects books, the author conveys the 
message that everyone can contribute to a cause.
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260 Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 1

A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help you 
think about the order, or sequence of events.

Draft Model

Last week, we held a paper drive. We took the paper to the recycling center. 
But first we set out bins for magazines and newspapers. We had also advertised.

1. Which sentences could be reordered?

2. What sequence word or phrase could be changed in the third sentence?

3. What sequence word or phrase could show when the advertisement was placed?

B. Now revise the draft by adding sequence words to help readers 
understand more about the sequence of events.

Writing Traits: Organization
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Estimate the sum of each addition problem to check if the student’s answer is 
reasonable. If not, cross out the answer and write the correct answer.

Using the Standard Algorithm 
to Add Greater Numbers

Addition Problems Student Answers

8,997 
1 2,301

31,998
11,298

Estimate:     9,000 
              1 2,000

23,411 
1 35,507

12,918

72,418 
1 41,291

113,709

67,802 
1 3,443

10,225

5,188 
1 9,024

6,112

11,000
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Fluency and Skills Practice
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Using the Standard Algorithm to 
Add Greater Numbers continued

1  How does estimating an addition problem help you know if an answer is reasonable?

2  Can an answer be incorrect even if it looks reasonable? Explain.

Addition Problems Student Answers

21,822 
1 75,333

97,155

60,125 
1 69,205

75,330

4,899 
5,224 

1 9,296

108,209
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4  What strategy did you use to find the differences for problem 2? Explain.

5  How could you check your answer to one of the problems using another strategy?

1  4,003 
2    3

  

4,003 
2   13

  

4,003 
2  103

  

4,003 
2 1,103

  

4,003 
2 2,103

2  2,000 
2 1,999

  

2,000 
2 1,990

  

2,000 
2 1,985

  

2,000 
2 1,500

  

2,000 
2 1,490

3  3,007 
2    7

  

3,007 
2   27

  

3,007 
2  307

  

3,007 
2 1,307

  

3,007 
2 2,307

Subtract.

Using Strategies to Subtract
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16  Use estimation and addition to check one of your answers. Show your work.

17  How does checking with addition compare with checking using estimation?

1  95,217 
2 39,871

4  84,724 
2 43,951

7  99,902 
2 33,227

10  78,282 
2 40,983

13  86,496 
2 54,101

2  62,554 
2 31,618

5  56,417 
2 24,009

8  87,591 
2 46,280

11  71,731 
2 61,320

14  59,176 
2 17,222

3  92,023 
2 71,578

6  71,677 
2 13,197

9  90,434 
2 51,533

12  50,118 
2 18,306

15  89,971 
2 11,499

Estimate. Circle all the problems with differences between 30,000 and 60,000.  
Then find the differences of only the circled problems.

Using the Standard Algorithm 
to Subtract Greater Numbers
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9  Write and solve a word problem for this equation: 5 3 6 5 ?

1  The library has 5 mystery books on a shelf. 
It has 4 times as many fiction books on 
another shelf. How many fiction books are 
on the shelf?

There are      fiction books on  
the shelf.

3  Violet has 3 markers. She has 6 times as 
many colored pencils as markers. How 
many colored pencils does she have?

Violet has       colored pencils.

5  Tasha used 8 tomatoes to make salsa. She 
used 4 times as many tomatoes to make 
sauce. How many tomatoes did Tasha use 
to make sauce?

Tasha used      tomatoes to  
make sauce.

7  There are 9 school buses in the parking lot. 
There are 6 times as many cars as school 
buses in the parking lot. How many cars 
are in the parking lot?

There are      cars in the parking lot.

2  Paul runs 2 laps around the gym. Carrie 
runs 6 times as many laps as Paul. How 
many laps does Carrie run?

Carrie runs      laps.

4  Owen draws 7 comics in April. He draws 
3 times as many comics in May. How many 
comics does Owen draw in May?

Owen draws      comics in May.

6  There are 7 pear trees on a farm. There are 
7 times as many apple trees as pear trees. 
How many apple trees are on the farm?

There are      apple trees.

8  There are 8 vases at an art show. There are 
9 times as many paintings as vases at the 
art show. How many paintings are at the 
art show?

There are      paintings at the  
art show.

Use a strategy of your choice to solve each problem.

Multiplication in Word Problems
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

Comparing Decimals

1  0.02     0.002 2  0.05     0.5 3  0.74     0.84

4  0.74     0.084 5  1.2     1.25 6  5.130     5.13

7  3.201     3.099 8  0.159     1.590 9   8.269     8.268

10  4.60     4.060 11  302.026     300.226 12  0.237     0.223

13  3.033     3.303 14  9.074     9.47 15  6.129     6.19

16  567.45     564.75 17  78.967     78.957 18  5.346     5.4

19  12.112     12.121 20  26.2     26.200 21  100.32     100.232

22  What strategies did you use to solve the problems? Explain.

Write the symbol ,, 5, or . in each comparison statement.
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Fluency and Skills Practice

Rounding Decimals

1  0.32

    

2  3.87

    

3  0.709

    

4  12.75

    

5  12.745

    

6  645.059

    

Round each decimal to the nearest hundredth.

7  1.079

    

8  0.854

    

9  0.709

    

10  12.745

    

11  645.059

     

12  50.501

    

Round each decimal to the nearest whole number.

13  1.47

    

14  12.5

    

15  200.051

    

16  Write two different decimals that are the same value when rounded to the nearest tenth. 
Explain why the rounded values are the same.

17  Round 1.299 to the nearest tenth and to the nearest hundredth. Explain why the rounded 
values are equivalent.

Round each decimal to the nearest tenth.
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Fluency and Skills Practice

16  What strategies did you use to solve the problems? Explain.

Estimate. Circle all the problems with products between 3,000 and 9,000. 
Then find the exact products of only the problems you circled.

Multiplying Multi-Digit Whole Numbers

1  132 
3  34

4  308 
3  12

7  400 
3  29

10  216 
3  12

13  317 
3  14

2  247 
3  15

5  158 
3  41

8  254 
3  17

11  323 
3  18

14  385 
3  31

3  145 
3  23

6  364 
3  32

9  187 
3  42

12  194 
3  26

15  285 
3  27
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Fluency and Skills Practice

The answers are mixed up at the bottom of the page. Cross out the answers 
as you complete the problems.

Multiplying with the Standard Algorithm

Answers

20,736

18,972

22,750

17,400

18,445

29,250

27,365

26,820

55,407

47,500

67,980

42,328

55,872

56,316

58,008

1  580 
3  30

4  1,085 
3   17

7  2,105 
3   13

10  648 
3  32

13  2,417 
3   24

2  3,104 
3   18

5  1,236 
3   55

8  1,788 
3   15

11  2,409 
3   23

14  650 
3  35

3  1,482 
3   38

6  1,625 
3   18

9  2,500 
3   19

12  306 
3  62

15  962 
3  44
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Fluency and Skills Practice

Using Estimation and Area  
Models to Divide

Division Problems Student Answers

516 4 12 48
43

Check: 12 3 48 5 576

837 4 31 27

351 4 13 57

918 4 54 22

896 4 32 23  
 

1,482 4 78 14  
 

1,012 4 11 82

1,344 4 56 24

1   Explain how you could know that the answers to two of the problems are incorrect without 
multiplying. 

Check each answer by multiplying the divisor by the quotient. If the answer is incorrect, 
cross out the answer and write the correct answer.



Marking the Text Overview: As you read through your text, complete the following steps:

1. Number the paragraphs

2. Underline the main ideas

3. Highlight the key points that support the
main ideas

4. Put a star by anything that is important
a. For example: evidence

5. Circle important vocabulary words AND
words that you don’t know

6. Put an exclamation mark next to anything
that surprises you

7. Put a question mark next to anything that
confuses you

8. Write comments or draw pictures in the
margins on anything that helps you connect
information you are reading to information
you already know or have experienced

A.C.E Writing Strategies

A Answer the question Take the question you are being asked and make it a statement while you answer
it

Example:
Question: What is your favorite free time activity?

Answer: My favorite free time activity is watching movies.

C Cite Evidence ● Use your previous experience, prior knowledge,  or information from
what you read to support your answer

● Try to use transitional words and phrases such as ‘in fact,’ ‘especially,’
‘such as,’ and for instance’

Example: In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch them as often as possible.

E Elaborate ● Add more information to your evidence by explaining, comparing &
contrasting, showing  cause & effect, etc.

Example: In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take a break from
reality and enter a new world.

PUT IT ALL TOGETHER:

Question: What is your favorite free time activity?
Answer:

My favorite free time activity is watching movies. In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch them as often as
possible. In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take a break from reality and enter a new world.



Complete Summary Overview:

Topic  Sentence: Use your own words to tell the reader the main idea of the reading.

Body Sentences: Use your own words to tell the reader about the most important details that support
your topic sentence.

Conclusion: Use your own words to restate the topic sentence.

Example:
In the article, “The Greatness of Electricity,” author Michael Johnson explains the benefits of electricity.
First, electricity allows us to use entertainment such as phones and televisions because it powers them.
Second, electricity keeps us safe by enabling us to keep our food cold so it does not spoil.  Last,
electricity makes life comfortable by powering machines such as the dishwasher and heater.  People
benefit immensely from power electricity and we would have much different lives if we did not have
electricity in our lives.
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Native Americans of the Cherokee Nation 

https://newsela.com/read/lib-cherokee-native-americans/id/28067/write?collection_id=339&search_id
=c000ebfe-d7a8-406a-96e1-76b5436849c0&collection=339 

The largest Native American tribe in the United States is the Cherokee. Their name comes from a 

Creek tribe word meaning “people of different speech.”  

The U.S. government in 2010 counted nearly 820,000 people of Cherokee ancestry. They are believed 

to have numbered about 22,500 people in 1650. Back then they controlled about 40,000 square miles 

(100,000 square kilometers) of the Appalachian Mountains in parts of present-day Georgia, eastern 

Tennessee, and western North Carolina and South Carolina. Today the Cherokee people live mostly in 

Oklahoma and North Carolina. They speak a language of the Iroquoian family. 

Traditional Cherokee towns and customs 

Cherokee homes were log cabins with one door and no windows. Towns had 30 to 60 houses and a 

council house. Meetings were held at the council house.  

The Cherokee towns had two different groups of leaders. They were the red and white groups. A war 

chief led the red group. Red leaders governed during times of war and held war meetings and led 

battles. A peace chief led the white group. White leaders governed in times of peace and led religious 

services and made laws. A town could be a red town or a white town for a period of time and would fly 

a red or white flag to let people know which one it was.  

Cherokee life and customs resembled those of the Creek and other tribes of the Southeast. When seen 

by Spanish explorers in the mid-1500s, the Cherokee had stone tools, including knives, axes and 

chisels. They wove baskets, made pottery and grew corn, beans and squash. Deer and bear provided 

meat and clothing. An important event was the Green Corn Ceremony, a festival of thanksgiving. 

The colonization of Cherokee territory 
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The Spanish, French and English tried to colonize parts of the southeastern U.S. That included 

Cherokee land. By the early 1700s, the Cherokee had joined with the British in trading and military 

matters.  

The French and Indian War and the American Revolution were disasters for the Cherokee. The 

French and Indian war ended in 1763, and the American Revolution ended in 1783. By 1759, the 

British had a plan that led to destroying native towns, including those of the Cherokee and other 

tribes. Tribal business suffered because of British actions. In 1773, the Cherokee and the Creek had to 

give some of their lands to pay the money they owed. They gave up more than 2 million acres in 

Georgia. 

After 1800, the Cherokee adopted many American settler ways. The tribe formed a government 

modeled on that of the United States. Under Chief Junaluska, they aided President Andrew Jackson 

against the Creek in the Creek War. They began to use colonial ways of farming, weaving and 

home-building. A writing system for the Cherokee language was developed in 1821 by Sequoyah, a 

Cherokee who had served with the U.S. Army in the Creek War. The system was so successful that 

almost the entire tribe became literate within a short time.  Whites called the Cherokee one of the 

“Five Civilized Tribes.”  Whites considered them to be “civilized” because they adopted some of the 

colonists’ culture, for example, Christianity, centralized governments, literacy and written 

constitutions. 

The Cherokee continued to be pressured to give up their land. The discovery of gold on tribal land in 

Georgia in the 1820s was one reason for the Indian Removal Act in 1830. It required the Cherokee 

and other tribes to move west of the Mississippi River. 

The Trail of Tears to Oklahoma 

In the fall and winter of 1838 and 1839, U.S. troops forced as many as 16,000 Cherokee from their 

homes. They were gathered into camps while their homes were burned. Then they were sent west in 
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large groups to what is now Oklahoma. Most of them were on foot. This forced march came to be 

known as the Trail of Tears. About 4,000 Cherokee died on the journey. 

In Oklahoma, the Cherokee joined the Creek, Chickasaw, Choctaw and Seminole tribes. They had also 

been forced from their homes by the U.S. government in the 1830s. For about 75 years, each tribe had 

their own land and government. This changed in 1907, when Oklahoma prepared for statehood. Some 

of the land was given to tribe members and the rest was offered up to settlers and freed slaves.  

Tribal governments nearly ended during this time, but have continued in a limited form. When the 

Cherokee were removed in 1838, a few hundred escaped. They remained, and several thousand 

Cherokee are now living in western North Carolina in the 21st century.  

Today it is estimated that the Cherokee population is more than 730,000 people in the United States. 

Many of them still live in northeastern Oklahoma. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



The Simple Physics of Soccer

The Simple Physics of Soccer
by ReadWorks

Everyone knows that kicking a soccer ball causes it to roll across the grass. But what makes 
this happen? What is required to make the ball move faster? What's the difference, in other 
words, between passing the soccer ball to a teammate and shooting for the goal?

Kicking a ball may seem simple, but physicists spent years trying to figure out why objects 
move the way they do. What they discovered is that kicking a soccer ball requires applying 
force to the surface of the ball. The greater the force, the faster the ball will go, and the further 
it will travel. How much force you apply to the ball, that is, will often determine whether you 
score a goal or not. 

The combination of force and distance equals what is called "work." In this case, we don't 
mean the noun form of work, like a job. We are talking about work as a verb, as a form of 
action. Work can be taking out the trash or cleaning dishes in your house. Furniture movers 
work by carrying chairs and tables out of one apartment and into another. If the first apartment 
is on the second floor and the second apartment is on the fourth floor, carrying the furniture 
into the second apartment will require about twice as much work as the first.

Keep in mind that force and work are not the same things as energy. Energy comes in several 
forms. But the best way to understand it is as something that creates the ability to do work. 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Simple Physics of Soccer

When someone says, "I don't have any energy," what do they usually mean? Often, they 
mean they don't have the strength or motivation to work.

Without energy, it is hard to play soccer or lift furniture. In fact, it may even be difficult to get 
out of bed. Energy is what allows us to do work. The more energy we have, the more work we 
can do.

Mathematicians use the following simple equation to define the meaning of work: force x 
distance = work. The heavier an object is, in other words, the more force it exerts in the form 
of gravity. Picking an anvil up off the ground requires more energy than picking up a feather. If 
you're interested in building muscles, though, keep in mind that lifting heavier things will make 
you stronger over time. And the stronger you are, the more likely you are to win at soccer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



ReadWorks Vocabulary - apply

apply 
	
	
	


	
	

					
					ap
						·
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Definition
verb

1. to lay on.

He applied paint to the walls and ceiling.

2. to make a formal request, often for employment or permission to enter an institution.

Mr. Kane applied for a job at the supermarket.

My daughter applied to several colleges for admission.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to make use of or put to use.

I had to apply every bit of my knowledge of computers to solve the problem.

2. to put into effect or action.

If you apply the principles that I describe in my book, your business is sure to be 

successful.

You can't really play the game without applying the rules.

3. to bring into contact with or lay on.

He carefully applied the paint to the ceiling.

This is a good brush for applying makeup.

4. to use with diligent effort.

They are really applying themselves to the job.

intransitive verb

1. to be related or relevant.

The rules apply to all students without exception.

This article in the newspaper applies to the discussion we had this morning.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.
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2. to make an application for admission, employment, or permission.

For that type of permit, you have to apply at the town hall.

I applied for a job at the hospital.

Our son applied for admission to four colleges.

Spanish cognate

aplicar: The Spanish word aplicar means apply.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Abraham recommends that all schools have defibrillators. "These lifesaving devices are basically 
foolproof," he says. "All you do is apply the chest patches. The AED shocks only when needed."

2. He flopped onto the floor, peeled off his socks, and began applying the butter. He slathered it onto 
his feet with hands, rubbing it in like a car collector polishing a prized classic.

3. The majority of people won't get cancer from X-rays, Kramer stresses. Still, exposing healthy 
individuals to unnecessary radiation is a needless risk. "We should be careful before we start 
routinely applying X-rays to young people," he says.

4. So when it came time to apply to college, Frank looked only at schools bordering the ocean on the 
West Coast. His parents, who didn't like the idea of their son moving so far away, tried to convince 
him to stay closer to home.

5. The way to see if your solution works, or how well it works compared with other  solutions, is by 
testing it out. So you follow your design and create something that you hope  will be the solution. 
Then you apply it to your problem and see what happens.

6. First-degree burns only damage the topmost layer of skin; the usual symptoms are redness, mild 
pain, and swelling. You should put your hand in cool water until burning has stopped. Cover it with 
clean, dry gauze dressing for protection. Never apply a greasy ointment of any kind, as it will hold 
the heat in.

7. Often, adults with difficulty reading try to hide their problem from others. For example, Mr. Ellison 
explains, it's not uncommon for someone applying for a job to ask if he or she can take home an 
application. There, the applicant can ask a friend or even a daughter or son to help fill out the form.

8. While this version was much more successful, Chacin knew it could be improved upon further. In 
her next version, she tried to improve the user interface, making it easier for a user to press the 
tongue controls. "You can apply more pressure with a finger than you can with the tongue." She 
also further refined the aesthetic, adding the word "TECH" in capital letters to the front.

9. There were plenty of ranch hands in the area who needed work, but Bucky Greerson felt city kids 
could benefit from an exposure to country life. Young men would apply, and then the Greersons 
would hire about a halfdozen hands every spring to help them run cattle. It was tough work, but 
Dennis and Mac felt lucky to be picked.
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Definition
verb

1. to decide or set.

We determined the date for our wedding.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to decide or settle (a question, controversy, or the like) finally and authoritatively.

The jury will determine the outcome of this trial.

Have you determined a date for the wedding?

2. to conclude or ascertain following investigation and observation.

The students needed some time to determine the answer to the question.

Scientists were brought in to determine the age of the skeleton.

Specialists determined that the painting was a fake.

3. to bring about; produce.

Training is what determines the result of a race like this.

4. to set limits to.

The budget determined the scope of the project.

5. to firmly decide on a course of action, or to cause one to make a firm decision; resolve.

Despite their worries, her parents determined to let her make her own decisions.

Seeing his best friend go to prison determined him to give up his illegal activities.

intransitive verb

1. to make a decision; have a fixed resolve or intention.

They determined on an investigation of his debts.
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Spanish cognate

determinar: The Spanish word determinar means determine.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Environmental determinism is the belief that physical environment determines culture.

2. Gold will always melt at 1947.5 degrees Fahrenheit, and platinum always  melts  at  a  much  
higher temperature  of  3214.9 degrees  Fahrenheit. If  jewelers  or scientists aren't sure what 
type of metal something is, they can subject it to high temperatures and determine its identity 
based on the minimum temperature needed to melt it.

3. In the United States, people accused of a crime are innocent until proven guilty. They must 
have a trial to determine if they are guilty.

4. Scientists will also study the new species to determine whether their populations are healthy.

5. Galileo (ga-luh-LEE-oh) discovered Saturn's rings in 1610. Using a telescope, he noticed 
"bulges" around the planet. Nearly 50 years later, another expert determined those bulges 
were rings.

6. You may be surprised to learn that the human eye can't see in 3-D. "We only have access to 2-
D images," says Schowengerdt. "It's the job of the brain to interpret a host of cues to 
determine depth and create a 3-D image."

7. Teen popularity doesn't determine whether you'll be a winner or a loser in the long run. Actors 
Megan Fox and Leonardo DiCaprio both say they were unpopular in high school. Even singer 
Taylor Swift has said she was excluded from the popular clique in junior high.
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Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to exercise or bring to bear (power, influence, or the like); put into action.

He exerted his influence in the company to get his son a job.

2. to force (oneself) into vigorous or strenuous effort.

The doctor told him not to exert himself until he had fully recovered.

I know I could succeed if I exerted myself.

Spanish cognate

ejercer: The Spanish word ejercer means exert.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Magnetism is the force that electric currents  exert on other electric currents.

2. For this reason, cyclists tend to have large, bulging thigh muscles. These muscles allow the 
cyclist to continue exerting force on the bicycle pedals, which cause the wheels to keep 
spinning despite their constant interaction with the road.

3. The real problem is when I try to hang out with other magnets. They also exert force, but in 
weird ways. When I see my best magnet friend, Rob, I always want to give him a hug, a high 
five or even just a handshake. But I can't get close to him! It's like we're pushing each other 
away, without even using our hands.

4. Let's say you're pedaling very fast on a bicycle. You are exerting a lot of energy as you do 
this. You can tell because your heart rate may increase, you may breathe harder, and you may 
begin to sweat - a sign that your body is trying to cool itself.

5. In order for LeBron James to score a slamdunk, he must exert a certain amount of force 
against the surface of the basketball court. LeBron James is a big man. He is 6 feet, 8 inches 
tall. He weighs 245 pounds. When he is standing upright, with his arms raised above his head, 
his reach extends to 8 feet and 10 ¼ inches.
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The Simple Physics of Soccer - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Which sport does the passage use to examine physics?

A. baseball

B. football

C. hockey

D. soccer

2. What does the author describe in the passage?

A. how to score a goal in soccer

B. the relationship between work, force, and distance

C. physics experiments that led to important discoveries

D. different types of energy

3. A soccer ball will travel a greater distance the harder it is kicked. What evidence from 

the text best supports this statement?

A. Physicists spent years trying to figure out why objects move the way they do.

B. Kicking a soccer ball requires applying force to the surface of the ball.

C. The greater the force, the faster the ball will go, and the further it will travel.

D. How much force you apply to the ball will often determine whether you score a goal or 
not. 

4. What is the difference between passing the ball to a teammate and shooting a goal?

A. the amount of force applied to the ball

B. the way that the ball rolls

C. the distance the ball has to travel

D. it is more difficult to pass the ball

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. geometry

B. biology

C. physics

D. chemistry
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6. Read the following sentences: "Everyone knows that kicking a soccer ball causes it to 

roll across the grass. But what makes this happen? What is "required" to make the ball 

move faster?"

What does required mean?

A. allowed

B. needed

C. ordered

D. stopped

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

The tired soccer player does not have any energy left; ___________, he is unable to do 

any more work.

A. however

B. finally

C. specifically

D. therefore

8. Define "work."

9. Why does carrying furniture up four flights of stairs require twice as much work as 

carrying furniture up two flights of stairs?

10. Imagine three different soccer players are shooting at the goal. Player A has a 

lightweight ball and is close to the goal, Player B has a heavy ball and is close to the 

goal, and Player C has a heavy ball and is far from the goal. Which player will need the 

most energy to score a goal, and which player will need the least energy? Support your 

answer using the text.
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3, 2, 1... Blast Off!

3, 2, 1... Blast Off!

NASA

Now you can take a trip to Mars without ever leaving Earth.

A kid reporter journeyed to Mars aboard Disney's new space ride. Find out how close her ride 
was to the real thing.

Weekly Reader kid reporter Sonia Mia Diaz blasted into space. This 10-year-old from Florida 
was on a journey to Mars.

Sonia Mia rocketed to Mars aboard a new ride called Mission: SPACE. She experienced the 
ride during its opening week at Walt Disney World's Epcot Center in Orlando, Florida.

After her mission, Sonia Mia interviewed Sue Bryan, one of the ride's creators. Sonia Mia 
learned that Disney worked closely with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) to develop the new space attraction. The ride lets people experience what a trip to 
Mars might be like in the future.

A Space Adventure
On her journey, Sonia Mia never actually left the ground. The ride gives people the feeling of 
blasting off and traveling through space. "We really wanted people to feel as close as they 
could to what it's like to be an astronaut," said Bryan.

Sonia Mia read quotes about space exploration as she waited in line. Information about space 
history fills the attraction. There is even a moon car called a lunar rover on loan from a 
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museum.

An Intense Liftoff
Before boarding the shuttle, Sonia Mia and three other riders were given different roles for the 
mission. Those roles included commander, pilot, navigator, and engineer.

Sonia Mia was assigned to be the engineer. In real life, Sally Ride, the first U.S. woman in 
space, performed the same role.

After Sonia Mia strapped herself in, the shuttle moved into launch position. The countdown 
began, and the shuttle blasted off! During the mission, Sonia Mia and her team used buttons 
and joysticks to perform the tasks associated with their roles. The ride lasted about 4 minutes.

The mission was as intense as Sonia Mia had hoped. What was her favorite part? The liftoff! 
"I liked the intensity of the blastoff and the air pressure on my face," she said.

A Realistic Ride?
So how did the ride live up to a real space shuttle mission? Weekly Reader caught up with 
NASA astronaut Winston Scott to ask him that question.

Scott launched into space on two shuttle flights. He tested out Mission: SPACE and gave it a 
big thumbs up. "It's a thrill a minute," he said.

Although no astronauts have been to Mars yet, Scott said the ride's liftoff was realistic. The 
feeling of moving up the launch pad and being forced back into your seat were similar to 
those felt on a shuttle.

However, he points out, there are differences. In an actual launch, astronauts feel about three 
times the force of gravity. Gravity is the force that pulls things toward Earth.

The blastoff on the ride was also shorter than an actual liftoff. And, he said, riders don't 
experience weightlessness. On a real space shuttle, astronauts become weightless because 
there is no gravity.

For many people, the ride brings to mind the courage of space explorers. As Sonia Mia 
pointed out, "Going on the ride made me think about how brave astronauts are."
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Interview With an Imagineer
Sonia Mia Diaz interviewed Sue Bryan, one of the forces behind Mission: SPACE. Here's 
what Sonia Mia learned.

Sonia Mia: What is an Imagineer?

Sue Bryan: Imagineers are people who work for Disney.

In general, Imagineering is about storytelling. We build attractions that put people who visit 
our parks into different worlds and stories. We also use technology to tell stories.

Sonia Mia: What was your role in creating the ride?

Bryan: I'm the senior show producer, which is like being a movie director. A movie director 
guides people and directs the show, including the lighting, music, artists, and motion you 
experience on the ride.

Sonia Mia: Where did your team get the inspiration for Mission: SPACE?

Bryan: People have always had an interest in space. The time and technology were right to 
create this new space attraction. We worked closely with NASA to develop the science and 
technology behind the attraction. No one has ever put people into a ride system like this 
before.

Sonia Mia: Before the ride, I was warned not to move my head or close my eyes because of 
motion sickness. I didn't feel sick, but might a person if he or she does those things?

Bryan: That could happen if you move your head, because of the technology used to create 
the ride. We give those recommendations because we want people to feel most comfortable. 
Some people can move their heads, and it doesn't bother them at all.

Sonia Mia: How many times have you been on Mission: SPACE?

Bryan: At last count, I've ridden it more than 400 times!
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Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to propel with force.

They launched the missile.

2. to put (a boat, esp. a new boat) in the water.

3. to start, as a new venture.

intransitive verb

1. to plunge into action.

2. to start forth.

noun

1. the act or an instance of launching.

The launch was successful.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Her beauty would help launch a career in acting.

2. Eleanor knelt; then leapt up to launch the kite.

3. After Sonia Mia strapped herself in, the shuttle moved into launch position.

4. In an actual launch, astronauts feel about three times the force of gravity.

5. Before long, Germany would launch its last big offensive battle and lose the war.

6. The feeling of moving up the launch pad and being forced back into your seat were similar to 
those felt on a shuttle.

7. My day job is basically keeping the Web site running ... everything from investor relations 
pages to product information when we launch new products.

8. The station may one day also act as a launch point. From the station, scientists could launch
 probes to distant planets. They might even be able to send astronauts deeper into space.

9. Before building a campfire, Jonah and his dad went for a short hike to the boat launch, where 
his father would motor out onto the lake, leaving Jonah with a line to cast off the dock.
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Definition
noun

1. a special job given to a person or group of people.

The soldiers are on a mission to destroy the enemy base.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. a group of people sent to a foreign location to establish relations and conduct trade or do 
diplomatic or religious work.

2. the purpose guiding such a group of people.

3. the buildings and land used by such a group.

4. a particular task or self-imposed duty, often religious and performed with great conviction.

5. a place in a city, usu. in the poorer section, where homeless or destitute people can find help.

6. any task that one is sent to do.

Spanish cognate

misión: The Spanish word misión means mission.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Marine animal experts are on a mission. They want to save Hawaiian monk seals from 
becoming extinct. Extinct means "no longer existing."

2. So far, only 12 people have walked on the moon's dusty surface. Those astronauts traveled 
there on Apollo missions from 1969 to 1972.

3. Flying was a dangerous mission. Other people had died trying to fly. On December 17, 1903, 
however, the Wright brothers were ready to take their chances.

4. Before the United States and its allies invaded Europe in 1944, Americans flew bombing 
missions over France from bases in Great Britain. Their mission was to stop Nazi Germany 
during World War II (1939-1945).

5. "This last mission to Hubble was the most difficult," says scientist Ken Carpenter. "It was a 
success because of the hard work of the astronauts in space and workers on the ground. Now 
Hubble is the best it's ever been!"

6. Greg was 15 years old, a skinny kid who seemed to get an inch taller every month and a little 
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bit more stuck-up every day. Sandy's mission in life was to keep him from getting too big of a 
head. She had to make him as angry as possible, as often as possible.

7. Astronomers say there could be liquid water on Gliese 581c. And where there's water, there 
could be life. "Liquid water is critical to life as we know it," says Xavier Delfosse, one of the 
scientists who discovered the planet. "This planet will most probably be a very important target 
of the future of space missions... On the treasure map of the universe, one would be tempted 
to mark this planet with an X," says Delfosse.

8. Christians all over Europe were outraged. They began to travel to Jerusalem to fight the 
Muslims and recapture the city. All the trips of Christians from Europe to Jerusalem and the 
battles fought in Jerusalem at this time were known as the Crusades. A crusade is any 
mission, and often means a religious mission or a holy war. Christians and Muslims fought 
over Jerusalem for many years. The city has changed hands many times since the 1100s 
when the Crusades started.
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Advanced Definition
noun

1. a person who practices the art of navigation.

Spanish cognate

navegador: The Spanish word navegador means navigator.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. During that historic trip, she and her navigator, or guide, Fred Noonan, vanished forever.

2. Before boarding the shuttle, Sonia Mia and three other riders were given different roles for the 
mission. Those roles included commander, pilot, navigator, and engineer.

3. Christopher Columbus was one of the greatest navigators of his day. His ability to explore the 
unknown and stick to his vision changed Europe's view of the world.
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3, 2, 1... Blast Off! - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Disney and NASA developed the ride Mission: SPACE. What does the ride let people 

experience?

A. what the first trip to the moon was like

B. what a trip to the moon might be like in the future

C. what a trip to Mars might be like in the future 

D. what trips to Mars were like many years ago 

2. Astronaut Winston Scott compares and contrasts the ride Mission: SPACE with a real 

space shuttle mission. According to Scott, how is Mission: SPACE similar to a real space 

shuttle mission?

A. The feeling of moving up the launch pad is similar on the ride and on a space shuttle.

B. The blast off lasts the same amount of time on the ride and on a space shuttle.

C. Three times the force of gravity is felt in a launch both on the ride and on a space shuttle.

D. The feeling of weightlessness in space is similar on the ride and on a space shuttle.

3. Mission: SPACE was designed to give people a realistic experience of traveling through 

space like an astronaut. Which information from the passage best supports this conclusion?

A. People never actually leave the ground during the ride Mission: SPACE.

B. Sue Bryan claims no one has ever put people into a ride system like Mission: SPACE 
before.

C. Mission: SPACE gives people the feeling of blasting off and traveling through space.

D. Mission: SPACE does not allow people to feel as though they are weightless. 

4. Based on the information in the passage, what sort of tasks did Sonia Mia most likely 

perform during the ride Mission: SPACE?

A. She most likely performed tasks associated with a commander.

B. She most likely performed tasks associated with an engineer.

C. She most likely performed tasks associated with a pilot.

D. She most likely performed tasks associated with a navigator.
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5. What is this passage mainly about?

A. a museum

B. a roller coaster

C. a computer

D. a space ride

6. Read the following sentence: "During the mission, Sonia Mia and her team used buttons 

and joysticks to perform the tasks associated with their roles."

As used in the passage, what does the word "associated" most nearly mean?

A. removed

B. invented

C. developed

D. connected

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

_____________ there are some similarities between the ride Mission: SPACE and a real 

space shuttle mission, there are also some differences.

A. Because

B. Although 

C. However

D. Finally

8. What differences between ride Mission: SPACE and a real space shuttle mission does 

NASA astronaut Winston Scott point out?

9. The ride Mission: SPACE can help people understand what it is like to be an astronaut. 

Use information from the passage to support this conclusion.

10. Sue Bryan, the senior show producer of the ride Mission: SPACE, says that she and 

other Disney workers "build attractions that put people who visit our parks into different 

worlds and stories."

Explain how the ride Mission: SPACE puts people into "different worlds and stories." Use 

information from the passage to support your answer.
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